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NEWS ARTICLE: Gainesville Times on May 13, 2013 
 
Oakwood looking at sewer project at apartments 
 
Oakwood City Council voted Monday night to apply for a grant to help pay for a sewer system 
that would serve an apartment complex where a septic drain field has been failing for years. 
 
The project at the 20-unit Hidden Valley complex off McClure Drive would involve laying 1,340 
feet of gravity and force-main lines and construction of a pump station, costing $120,000 to 
$140,000, City Manager Stan Brown told the council. 
 
To take an edge off the cost, Brown said he hopes for up to a $50,000 “Immediate Threat and 
Danger” grant from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs. 
 
“When you look at the fact that this is serving low- to moderate-income (residents), there are 
grant funds out there,” he said, adding the state grant is something other communities in the 
Gainesville-based Georgia Mountains Regional Commission “have taken advantage of.” 
 
“I have met with the property owners,” Brown said. “They recognize that there’s a need to do 
something, and we’ve laid out some parameters of a partnership of how we could make this thing 
happen. 
 
“Basically, they would make up the difference in cost ... but it might be we would take the lead 
in this,” he said. 
 
“To try to get four property owners to work together on this, to hire an engineer and do all this, I 
don’t think you would get the result we are after.” 
 
Connecting the complex to sewer would involve a couple of manholes, including one across the 
street from the complex, “where, right now, it’s like a manifold of about 10 (septic) lines ... 
heading to that drain field,” Brown said. 
 
The property owners also are interested in rebuilding the driveway into the complex to city 
standards, Brown said. 
 
“Right now, it’s a mess. I mean it’s patches on top of patches,” he added. 
 
Councilman Todd Wilson asked if the project could enable the city to expand sewer beyond the 
immediate area, as needed. 
 



“I would not want to put a pump station in without some capability to expand it, and maybe even 
expand it on the front end to accommodate some other properties upstream,” Brown said. 
 
He said he would like to see the project completed by fall, if all goes as hoped. 
 
Brown added that property owners are agreeable to turning over the drain field to the city after 
the project is complete, so that “we could maybe do something that would be an amenity to the 
area — a park or something. 
 
“And that’s another thing that has value that could help offset some of their costs.” 
 
 
 
  
 
 


