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Evans says that Atlanta Biologicals, a maker of cell culture reagents used in biotechnology, "has 
a 'Who's Who' customer base of life science researchers in North America...and they need cell 
culture product tomorrow...and Atlanta Biologicals can deliver it to them from Hall County, 
Georgia." 
 
None of this can happened, however, unless the groundwork and infrastructure is in place when 
that international company agrees to come to Hall County. It takes a team effort according to 
Oakwood Mayor Lamar Scroggs. 
 
Scroggs remembers back to a time when bringing businesses to Hall County was not a serious 
consideration. In the 1970's he commuted daily to Atlanta to work at General Motors. "I 
wondered why can we not have industry and commerce here (Hall County) and the jobs versus 
having to drive to Atlanta." 
 
Estimating that it was sometime around 1973, Scroggs recalled the evening he addressed the 
Oakwood City Council about becoming a community that was attractive to business. "One night 
I went before the City Council and put a proposal together, and it was off-the-cuff...and the 
Council supported it and we went from that point and never did look back." 
 
"A lot of people said, 'You can't do this!', but we just knew we could do it. And we just 
continued to work." 
 
Scroggs said that now the tax base for Oakwood is 83 to 84 percent commercial and business.  
 
But Oakwood is not the sole player in attracting international business to Hall County. 
 
Gainesville and Flowery Branch are two other cities within the county, as well as the County 
itself, that have invested heavily in the development of areas prime for international businesses 
to locate. 
 
And they are also reaping the benefits of their efforts. So expect to see more headlines 
proclaiming the arrival of international businesses. It's a trend whose time has come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


