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NEWS ARTICLE: Access North Georgia on February 6, 2009 
 
Disabled Oakwood Vietnam vet moves into a new home 
 
 

 
Orr, a disabled Vietnam War veteran, and his wife, 
Joyce, received the key to their new home and entered 
the front door 
 

 
Habitat for Humanity and America’s Home Place built 
the house; United Community Bank worked with the 
Orrs to consolidate their loans and provide financial 
counseling 

 
OAKWOOD - Jack and Joyce Orr of 4503 Oak St. in Oakwood moved into a new home Friday 
afternoon thanks to a lot of friends and local agencies including Habitat for Humanity and the 
City of Oakwood. 
Their old house at the corner of Academy Street and Oak Street was in poor condition and 
beyond repair. 
 
“It’s like ‘Extreme Makeover’ like you see on TV,” Joyce Orr said, sharing the occasion with 
friends and family in her new living room. “We’re very pleased and happy and we thank 
everyone.” 
 
According to Oakwood Planning Director Larry Sparks the city applied for and received a 
Community Home Investment Program or (CHIP) grant from the Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs.  
The City then contracted with Home Development Resources Inc., a local service agency, to 
administer the grant. The CHIP program offers down-payment assistance loans and rehabilitation 
assistances to help communities improve housing stock and neighborhoods.  
Habitat for Humanity and America’s Home Place built the house. United Community Bank 
worked with the Orrs to consolidate their loans and provide financial counseling. 



 
“This is a win-win for our city and the Orr family. Foremost, we were able to assist someone in 
dire need while enhancing our community at the same time,” Sparks said. 
 
Orr, a disabled Vietnam War veteran and his wife received the key to their new home and 
entered the front door following a dedication ceremony. 
Dave Rigdon with America’s Home Place presented the house key and Robb Owens, Director of 
Habitat for Hall County gave the Orrs a new Bible for their home.  
 


