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NEWS ARTICLE: Gainesville Times on May 11, 2009 
 
Sign issues resurface in Oakwood 
 

OAKWOOD – The Oakwood City Council recently 
made amendments to its signage regulations. At the 
council’s Monday night meeting, the problem was 
back on the table. 
 
The owner of Big Daddy’s Boots, Steve Hone, came 
to the meeting to apply for a variance; he wanted to 
incorporate the mural signs he has on the front of his 
building. 
 
The council had some reservations, fearing that if 
the variance was passed other businesses may 
follow suit with similar applications.  
 
Councilman Ron McFarland brought out a 
dictionary to read the definition of a mural. He 
asked Mr. Hone if he was receiving any money for 
displaying the murals. 
 
“Have you been paid, or are you still being paid to 
have the signage on your building?” queried 
McFarland. 
 
Hone told the council he was not. 
 
The council voted to give Hone permission to 
display the murals. The vote was 4-1.  
 
“I hope if [other businesses] do come to the council, 
I hope they do it in the same manner in which I’ve 
done, which improved the building drastically with 
the murals and not just signs,” said Hone. 
 
Mr. Hone was also given a citation due to his 
violation of the original ordinance. After Monday 

night’s approval of the variance, that citation will likely be dismissed.  
 

 
 

  
 

 



ALSO ON THE AGENDA 
 
The council approved an animal control ordinance that prohibits unreasonable noise from 
roosters, except when the roosters are on a bona fide farm. 
 
The council voted to implement a set-up fee for credit card payments to the city.  
 
Assistant City Manager Patti Doss-Luna spoke to the council about an upcoming training course 
that will help prepare citizens in the event of an emergency. Chief Randall Moon already took 
the course and told the council that the training is beneficial.  
 
“You will already know what’s going on and who has what, and the class helps to decided all 
that,” said Moon. 
 
 
  
 
 


