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UNG President Dr. Bonita Jacobs stepped to the podium and said, “Welcome to the University 
of North Georgia.”, much to the delight of the hundred-plus students wearing royal blue 
University of North Georgia t-shirts and waving matching pom-poms.  
 
Jacobs had just taken her post as 17th president of North Georgia College & State University 
when the consolidation plan was announced in September of 2011. She admitted to learning as 
she went having never been involved in a consolidation before. 
 
“Our students are very excited...and this is going to be so helpful for the north Georgia region,” 
Jacobs said. 
 
“If we were trying to combine a very strong institution with one that was not very strong, then 
we would have some problems. But we are combining institutions that are among the strongest in 
their sector in the state. So we have a success story,” said Jacobs. 
 
New Hall County Commission Chairman Dick Mecum, who taught at Gainesville Junior College 
(the former name of GSC) in 1977 and 1978, joined Gainesville Mayor Danny Dunagan in 
proclaiming “January 10, 2013, as University of North Georgia Day in Hall County and the City 
of Gainesville”. 
 
The City of Oakwood had a similar proclamation for the new school. Mayor Lamar Scroggs 
recounted the days when the GSC campus was, “an obscure chicken farm, right here where we 
are today.” 
 
“But,” said Scroggs, now in his 40th year as Mayor of Oakwood, “there were people who had a 
vision for what this place could one day be.” 
 
The students cheered heartily as the 'Rolling Tour' left for their final visit, the campus in 
Cumming. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


