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NEWS ARTICLE: Gainesville Times on April 22, 2013 
 
Oakwood looking at road project in public-private effort 
City moves forward on Tanners Creek Business Park venture 
 
Nearly nine months after starting a public-private industrial venture, Oakwood is moving toward 
a road project that would connect its fledgling industrial park to Tanners Creek Business Park. 
 
City Council voted this month to contract with engineering firm CHA Inc. for concept plans on 
extending Industry Way from its cul-de-sac in the Tanners Creek park to the city’s 32-acre 
industrial park on West White Road — a 1,100-foot extension. 
 
The city’s goal is to have the road design completed this year and the project taking place in 
2014. 
 
By that move, “we feel our property will have higher value and be developed at a higher level, if 
it’s a part of Tanners Creek,” City Manager Stan Brown said. 
 
The city’s park “is in more of an industrial area, whereas Tanners Creek has more of an office 
park feel to it, which, I think, is more of a need we have right now,” Brown said. 
 
Soon after Tanners Creek was annexed into the South Hall city last year, the two entities joined 
forces in an effort to recruit more light industrial/office-type businesses to the area. 
 
In an agreement last year between the two, some 24 acres in the city’s park, which opened in 
2010, “would be oriented toward” the Tanners Creek park, which runs along Thurmon Tanner 
Parkway. 
 
Thurmon Tanner is a four-lane artery running between Flowery Branch and Oakwood. 
 
Running parallel to Interstate 985, it has been touted as Hall County’s version of Satellite 
Boulevard, a busy office/industrial stretch running alongside Interstate 85 in Gwinnett County. 
 
By contrast, West White Road is more tucked away in Oakwood. It’s a two-lane road that juts 
off H.F. Reed Industrial Boulevard. 
 
That area could become more visible in the future, as officials are pushing hard for a new I-985 
interchange, Exit 14, that would connect with H.F. Reed. It’s a high priority locally, but 
construction is likely years away. 
 



Oakwood, in particular, has become an industrial/office hot spot in Hall, with the opening of 
King’s Hawaiian off H.F. Reed and plans for a new 36,000-square-foot facility, German-based 
Atlanta Biologicals’ North American headquarters in Tanners Creek. 
 
Also, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs plans to open a 24,000-square-foot Community 
Based Outpatient Clinic on Tanners Creek Drive on June 1. 
 
“Through our development agreement with Tanners Creek, we’re going to be jointly marketing 
our property along with theirs,” Brown said. 
 
Alex Wayne of Radial Property Group, which is marketing the property, couldn’t be reached for 
comment. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


