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NEWS ARTICLE: Access North Georgia on August 11, 2009 
 
Plans for Oakwood package store shot down 
 
OAKWOOD – Plans for a package store in Oakwood 
were shot down Monday night by the city council in the 
face of opposition from residents of a nearby town-home 
community.  
 
They appeared before the council asking members to 
protect their children and families by rejecting the 
application. 
 
The Oakwood City Council voted 3-1 to reject plans for 
Tipsy Package on Atlanta Highway. 
 
Terry Cohron told the council he had a tenant, the 
would-be package store owner, who wanted to rent the 
building he has owned for about three years. 
 
“I am leasing this building to Mr. Singh for his package 
store and we have met all codes thus far,” said Cohron. 
Singh did not address the council. 
 
The owner and manager of Crest Hill Townhomes told 
the council he was at the meeting to protect the interest 
of the children and families in his neighborhood. 
 
“This all started so quickly, but when I and the residents 
of Crest Hill found out about the liquor store being so 
close to a family oriented neighborhood we all 
opposed,” said McClure. 
 
McClure said there were 58 homes and about 63 
children in Crest Hill and every last person was opposed 
to the opening of the package store. 
 
“We have nothing against the owner of the package 
store we just don’t want a package store near our 
neighborhood,” said McClure. 
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Stephanie Marcum, a two-year resident of Crest Hill, pleaded with the council not to allow the 
liquor store to open, because the liquor store would change their community. 
 
“Presence of a liquor store will change our community, it will destroy our peace of mind,” said 
Marcum.  
 
Crest Hill property manager Darlene Hanson told the council a story from when she was 27-
years-old. 
 
“I was 27 with three kids and a 17-year-old drunk driver who was a three time offender killed my 
husband. And we can not have a liquor store in our neighborhood for the sake of our children 
and families,” said Hanson. 
 
Two pastors from Blackshear Place Baptist told the council liquor stores bring nothing good to 
neighborhoods. And they had 1,476-signed petitions from churchgoers who agreed. 
 
Councilman Gary Anderson noted there is a package store a mile from where Tipsy would like to 
open and he had some questions for the opponents. 
 
“Exit 4 package store has been there a while why don’t you all have a problem with them?” said 
Anderson. 
 
“Because it’s not in a neighborhood with kids,” yelled one member of the audience in response. 
 
Councilman Sam Evans said people will go where they need too to get alcohol. 
 
“There are 18-plus liquor stores in this county and there are a number of businesses that sell 
alcohol,” said Evans. 
 
Councilman Montie Robinson was opposed of the package store and didn’t hide it. 
 
“A liquor store is not going to add anything to this city,” said Robinson. 
 
Once the discussion wrapped up, the council voted denying the application. 
 
Afterward, Rippen Singh, the applicant, said “The council told me don’t worry everything would 
be fine prior to tonight’s meeting.” He said the council should work in a better way because now 
he and his landlord are out of some money. “The council should have had this meeting before, 
that way the landlord would not have wasted money in building the building that was approved 
by the council.”  
 
The builder of Tipsy package, Ricky Patterson, said after the vote "I came here first to make sure 
everything was right, I built the business according to city regulation. The owner spent 100,000 
dollars to fix for liquor store and now we gotta knock it down. 
 
 
  
 
 


