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NEWS ARTICLE: Access North Georgia on September 9, 2008 
 
Oakwood approves shopping center, blocks connection to subdivision 
 

 
 
Councilmen Gary Anderson and Ron McFarland cast dissenting votes on an initial motion to annex a 0.5 acre tract into the 
city for a proposed shopping center 
 
 
OAKWOOD – A new shopping center may be coming to Oakwood now that the city council has 
annexed and zoned two pieces of adjacent properties on Chestnut Drive off of Winder Highway. 
 
At the Monday city council meeting, area residents showed up to oppose the proposal, raising 
concerns over a concept plan that indicated some traffic coming out of the commercial 
development would be emptied directly into their neighborhood. 
 
Gerald Davidson, a resident of the Chestnut Hills subdivision for 38 years, said he’s afraid this is 
just the beginning.  
 
“It’s a great concern of mine that this will start a domino effect,” he said. “How deep into the 
residential area will this commercial development go?”  
 
Developer representative Bill Gresham explained, “We’re trying to be sensitive to the residents 
in the neighborhood. We’re trying to make sure it’s not an ocean of asphalt.”  
 
Chestnut Hills resident Patti Davis asked Gresham, “Would you like to live next to that? This is 
inside our subdivision.”  
 
The council voted 3-2 to annex the first of the two properties, with councilmen Gary Anderson 



and Ron McFarland dissenting. 
 
“We did this once before and it came back to haunt us,” McFarland said. 
 
The council discussed ways to allow the development while protecting the interests of the nearby 
homeowners. 
 
“I’m just concerned that we’re pretty much approving carte blanche putting commercial traffic in 
a residential subdivision,” Anderson explained. 
 
A compromise arose in which the council voted to unanimously approve the annexation and re-
zoning on the condition that the developer be prohibited from building a driveway onto Chestnut 
Drive. The developer is also obligated to create a buffer between the property and the 
neighborhood. 
 
Gresham protested.  
 
“You guys are hearing an annexation and zoning on a piece of property and you’re going to deny 
access to it,” he said. 


