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NEWS ARTICLE: Access North Georgia on October 23, 2008 
 
Residents weigh-in on Oakwood’s 2030 plan 
 

OAKWOOD – The public began its scrutiny of 
Oakwood’s vision for the year 2030 Thursday 
night at the first of two public forums on the 
master plan for the town. 
 
The Downtown and Commercial Center 
Master Plan - unveiled earlier this month = 
encompasses seven districts totaling 
approximately 253 acres. 
 
“It would cover from I-985 close to Plainview 
Road, back up to the area of the First Baptist 
Church over on Old Oakwood Road,” said 
City Manager Stan Brown who presented the 
plan to residents. 
 
The proposal includes an enhanced 

commercial corridor along I-985, more than three miles of greenways, a town commons suitable 
for festivals and public events, shops and an amphitheater. 
 
Local business owner Tommy Roberts says the proposed town center gives the city a new 
identity. 
 
“I’ve been asked for years, ‘Where’s Oakwood?’ My answer is, ‘Off 985, Exit 16.’ Well, 
supposedly now we can tell them, ‘Downtown at the square.’” said Roberts. 
 
Oakwood resident Clifton McDuffie, former executive vice president of the Gainesville-Hall 
County Chamber of Commerce, is particularly fond of proposed commuter rail service to 
Atlanta. 
 
“It’s a great idea and the city of Oakwood is to be commended for its vision and having a plan 
for the future,” he said. 
 
Brown says that the plan has the support of the city council. “There is a desire from the council 
to make something happen and not just have a plan that sits on the shelf,” he said. 
 
For those unable to make it to Thursday’s meeting, there will be a second forum on Tuesday at 

 



6:30 p.m. at Oakwood City Hall. Residents are also invited to leave comments on the Oakwood 
2030 Web site. 
On the Net: 
 
www.Oakwood2030.com 
   


