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NEWS ARTICLE: Access North Georgia on October 7, 2008 
 
The 'Shape of Life to come' unveiled in Oakwood 
  

OAKWOOD - The City of Oakwood Tuesday 
unveiled what it calls the "Shape of Life to 
Come," a master plan that will reshape the 
south Hall County town for the 21st Century. 
 
Oakwood launched its massive residential and 
commercial redevelopment plan during a 
breakfast meeting of the South Hall Business 
Coalition. 
 
City Manager Stan Brown said during the next 
22 years the city plans to re-invent itself, and 
the current economic downturn is not a 
problem. 

 
“What we’re trying to do is take advantage of this slowdown to do our planning,” Brown said. 
“We feel like the economy will turn and when it does we want to have a project that’s ready to 
go.” 
 
Brown said Oakwood already has nearly $1 million on hand for initial land planning and 
engineering. The master plan covers about 253 acres, much of it vacant and undeveloped. One 
section next to the current city hall is a pasture. 
 
There would be a new multi-story city hall, and the current one is to become the police and city 
court building. 
 
"The Shape of Life to Come" in Oakwood features seven development districts, each with its 
own personality and focus connected with trails, greenways and tree-lined streets. 
 
Funding would come mostly from the developers, with private investment ranging between 
$150-250 million through the year 2030. Oakwood plans to invest $50 million over the next 20 
years in land and infrastructure improvements. 
 
The Hall County Board of Commissioners is poised at their Thursday voting session to approve 
handing over its share of Tax Allocation District (TAD) revenues to the city to cover about 40 
percent of infrastructure costs. 
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